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1. Presenter: Thom Mayer, MD, FACEP, FAAP, FACHE 

 
Presentation Title: Leadership in Times of Crisis-Inspiring Confidence and Innovating Competence-Lessons From the 
Front Lines…and the NFL! 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Describe why leadership is worthless…but leading is priceless. 
Define crisis leading skills, including leading in the Great Resignation, battling burnout and restoring resiliency/adaptive 
capacity. 

List examples that illustrate the actions of leading.  
 

2. Presenters: Jenene Craig, PhD, MBA, OTR/L, CNT; Jason Powell, PT, CNT; Anjanette Lee, MS, CCC-SLP, CNT and NANT 
Professional Collaborative (NPC) 

 
Presentation Title: Building Confidence Through Competency – Overview of Practice Competencies for the Neonatal 
Therapist 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Define the 3 components of Neonatal Therapist competency. 
Describe the process by which a Neonatal Therapist moves through the 4 competency levels outlined within the 6 practice 
domains. 

Outline ways the Practice Competencies can be implemented within your own professional practice. 
 

3. Presenter: Michelle Ulrich, OTR/L, CNT, NTMTC 
 Presentation Title: A Step Beyond: Building Advanced Clinical Reasoning Skills with Medically Complex Cases 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Evaluate adaptive ways to gain postural support that is individualized to specific infant needs. 
Identify barriers to discharge for medically complex infants and problem-solve creative solutions. 

Describe effective approaches to involve parents in caregiving for their infant while in the NICU. 
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4. Presenters: Jenny Reynolds, MS, CCC-SLP, CLC, CNT, BCS-S; Louisa Ferrara-Gonzalez, PhD, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, CNT, NTMCT; 
Ramya Kumar, MS, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, CNT, IBCLC, NTMTC and Brittany Rush, MS, CCC-SLP, CNT 

 
Presentation Title: Promoting Parent Confidence and Competence for Feeding in the NICU: A Multi-Site Study and 
Panel Discussion 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Discuss the common psychosocial experiences and parental stressors in the neonatal intensive care unit and how they differ 
across various NICUs. 
Identify 2 parent perceived barriers and 2 helpful strategies that parents perceived as impacting confidence and competence 
with feeding their infant. 

Identify 2 process improvements in the NICU to better promote parental confidence and competence with feeding. 
 

5. Presenters: Bobbi Pineda, PhD, OTR/L, CNT and Elizabeth Rogers, MD 
 Presentation Title: Strategies to Foster Change in NICU Culture and Improve the Environment for Babies and Families 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Identify at least 2 barriers to change and mechanisms for how change occurs in the healthcare setting. 
Identify how to align strategies based on an individual’s or organization’s readiness to change. 

Describe how a well-functioning team can improve patient outcomes. 
 

6. Presenter: Ginny McGill, PT, DPT, CNT, NTMTC 
 Presentation Title: Abdominal Support for Gaseous Distension From CPAP 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Identify 3 muscles involved in respiration. 
Explain the interaction between the muscles of the abdomen to at least 2 physiologic functions. 

Describe why abdominal support to address CPAP belly could benefit the respiratory function of neonates. 
 

7. Presenter: Caryn Bradley, PT, PhD 
 Presentation Title: Respiratory Waveform Variability as a Biomarker of Oral Feeding Adaptability in Preterm Infants 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Summarize the relationship between respiratory patterns, breathing-swallow discoordination and oral feeding outcomes 
during bottle feeding in preterm infants. 
Apply the Dynamic Systems Theory as evidence for the correlation between respiratory waveform variation and infant oral 
feeding adaptability during bottle feeding. 

Discuss Respiratory Waveform Variability as a biomarker of physiology status and neuromaturation necessary for feeding 
success in preterm infants. 
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8. Presenters: Deanna Gibbs, PhD, MOT, Grad Cert Res Meth, BAppSc(OT), CNT, NTMTC and Kati Knudsen, PT, MPT, CNT, 
PCS, DCS, CLE 

 Presentation Title: Neonatal Therapy Science: Review of Current Evidence 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Identify key findings of 3 or more publications pertaining to NICU-based therapy published in 2022. 
Analyze provided comprehensive outline of 2022 neonatal therapy practice-related articles. 

Discuss emerging areas of research and practice based on 2022 publications relating to neonatal therapy. 
 

9. Presenter: Tzipi Horowitz-Kraus, PhD 
 Presentation Title: Can Storytelling Be Used as a Synchronizer Between the Parent and the Baby? 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Explain language development and its neuroanatomical correlates. 
Explain dialogic/shared reading and its benefits. 

List the physiological and cognitive benefits of parent-child interaction through dialogic reading and the connection to future 
reading abilities. 

 
10. Presenters: Holly Schifsky, OTR/L, CNT, NTMTC, CBIS and Danielle Prince, OTD, OTR/L, NTMTC 

 
Presentation Title: Striking a Balance Between Neuroprotective Care and Neurodevelopmental Opportunities During 
Sedation Weaning in the NICU 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
List risk factors associated with development of NICU related delirium. 
Identify infant behaviors associated with sensory maladaptation and NICU delirium. 

Utilize individualized care planning to address risk factors through treatment and education with staff and caregivers. 
 

11. Presenters: Melissa Gran, MS, CCC-SLP, CLE, NTMC, CNT and Karin Mitchell, MA, CCC-SLP, CLE, NTMC, CNT 
 Presentation Title: Take Me Home: With a Nasogastric Tube (NGT)?! 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
State the qualifications for appropriate candidacy for discharging with home NGT program. 
Discuss characteristics of patients who do not qualify or would not meet criteria for discharge with home NGT program. 

State the recommended follow up referrals and services that were previously identified and established following discharge 
from NICU. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nantconference.com/


 
 

NANT 13 Conference 
Main Conference Objectives 

 

National Association of Neonatal Therapists® 
https://www.nantconference.com/ 

 
Last revised: 1/5/2023 9:33:26 AM  Page | 4 

 

12. Presenter: Emily Hills, OT, MSc, BSC (Hons), CNT, NTMC, NIDCAP certified 
 Presentation Title: No Pain, Real Gain 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Describe three effective strategies to unite a multi-disciplinary neonatal team in order to work towards a common goal. 
Describe the importance of understanding neurobehavioural cues and non-pharmacological strategies for all staff working in 
neonatal care. 

Identify the impact of poor communication on staff, family and infant stability and well-being. 
 

13. Presenters: Bobbi Pineda, PhD, OTR/L, CNT and Carolyn Ibrahim, PhD(c), OTR/L, CLC 
 Presentation Title: Oral Motor and Feeding Interventions for the Preterm Infant: What Does the Literature Say? 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Identify 2 oral motor/feeding interventions that are supported by the literature. 
Differentiate interventions based on infant as participant vs. infant as recipient. 

Identify evidence-based interventions that can fit within the daily routines of preterm infants in the NICU. 
 

14. Presenters: Jenene Craig, PhD, MBA, OTR/L, CNT and Sarah Elkington, MS, OTR, CNT, CIMI 

 
Presentation Title: Integrated Collaborative Care in the NICU: What it Looks Like and Why It’s Important to Neonatal 
Practice 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Identify 7 aspects of integrated collaborative care to characterize healthcare service delivery. 
Identify and reflect about worksite culture and practices that empower or hinder NT autonomy in the NICU. 

Identify at least 3 ways neonatal therapists can strengthen or maintain positive relationships with NICU staff to facilitate 
integrated collaborative care. 
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15. Presenter: Rosemarie Bigsby, ScD, OTR/L, FAOTA Professor Emeritus of Pediatrics 

 
Presentation Title: Where Do We Go From Here? Practical Strategies for Implementing Evidence-Based 
Interprofessional Standards, Competencies and Best Practices in Your NICU 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Compare the purpose and scope of three sets of inter-professional evidence-based standards for newborn intensive care 
discussed today: 1) European Standards for Newborn Health (2018); 2) Report of the Consensus Committee of the Standards, 
Competencies and Best Practices for Infant and Family Centered Developmental Care (IFCDC)(2020) and 3) Practice 
Competencies for the Neonatal Therapist (NANT) (2022). 
Discuss the evidence in support of two emerging trends in family centered developmental care that are likely to be 
incorporated into future revisions of evidence-based standards and competencies. 

List at least one practical strategy that could be used in their NICU setting, utilizing the resource-tools provided by any of the 
three resources described in this presentation, toward improved implementation of evidence-based standards and 
competencies in infant family-centered developmental care. 

 
16. Presenter: Cuyler Romeo, MOT, OTR/L, SCFES, IBCLC, NTMTC 

 
Presentation Title: A New Consensus from the National Perinatal Association (NPA): Guidelines for Transitioning from 
NICU to Home 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Identity at least three risk factors for readmission or health decline in infants recently discharged from the NICU. 
List the five impact areas recommended for inclusion in NICU transition planning and discharge preparedness programs. 

Access at least 2 resources for transition planning and discharge preparedness to be integrated into their NICU. 
 

17. Presenters: Victoria Reichman, OTD, OTR/L, CNT, CLE and Stephanie Williams, PT, DPT, CNT 
 Presentation Title: Implementing Evidence-Based Therapy Interventions Through Continuous Quality Improvement 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Demonstrate how to create an AIM statement and driver diagram. 
Identify evidence-based interventions to consider implementing in their NICU. 

Describe ways to collaborate with parents and nurses on therapeutic interventions. 
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18. Presenter: Amber Valentine-Forston, MS, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, IBCLC, CNT 
 Presentation Title: Overcoming Breastfeeding Challenges in the NICU 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Identify at least three populations at risk for feeding difficulty. 
Explain at least two commonly seen characteristics in each of these populations that may adversely impact feeding. 

List at least two strategies for each of the populations to enhance feeding success either at bottle or breast. 
 

19. Presenter: Ginny McGill, PT, DPT, CNT, NTMTC 
 Presentation Title: Neonatal Therapy Interventions for the Micro-Preemie: Gaining Confidence & Competence 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Name 3 precautions to micro-preemie intervention. 
List 3 reasons for neonatal therapy involvement with the micro-preemie.  

Name 3 interventions a neonatal therapist can facilitate for parents of micro-preemies. 
 

20. Presenters: Christine Roman-Lantzy, PhD and Traci Ziemkiewicz, OTR/L 
 Presentation Title: Cortical Vision Impairment (CVI) Clinical Implications 
As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Define the characteristic behaviors of CVI. 
Identify children who are at risk for CVI. 

Integrate the principles of CVI into practice. 
 

21. Presenter: Pattie Bondurant, DNP, RN 
 Presentation Title: Our Journey; Care, Connection & Worthiness in Our Work 

As a result of participation in this continuing education activity, participants should be able to:  
Name the new AAP NICU Levels of Care Verification standards of neonatal therapy at Levels II, III, and Level IV NICUs. 
Describe the 3 ways to manage change and all the transitions in your professional roles and demonstrate surviving and 
thriving in these times. 

Identify 3 key behaviors aligned with the evolution of care, connection, and worthiness as clinicians and peers within the 
community of our NICUs and hospitals.  
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